Mayor Louie Lujan Opens a New 
Nature Center in La Puente 





LA PUENTE - A new park promising to give residents a place to enjoy the outdoors while learning about 
nature was opened by Mayor Louie Lujan and the City Council in the City of La Puente in 2007. The City 
Council voted unanimously to solicit proposals for engineering design and consultant services for the 
Puente Creek Nature Education Center. Officials said the center will be the city's first new park since it 
incorporated 50 years ago. 



La Puente Creek park 


The city paid $310,000 in 2004 to acquire the vacant, one-acre parcel on Nelson Avenue between 
the Puente Creek Flood Control Channel and Nelson Elementary School to build the Puente Creek 
Nature Education Center. It was paid for through a $400,000 grant the city received from the San 
Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, city officials said. Community 
Development Director Gregg Yamachika said the total cost to design and construct the park is 
expected to be about $1.1 million. He said that although the city doesn't have enough funding yet 
the plan is to move forward with the engineering design work. In addition to reviewing proposals, 
Yamachika said the city is working with the Hacienda-La Puente Unified School District to develop 
educational programs that can be offered at the nature center. 

Mayor Louie Lujan of La Puente said providing residents with educational opportunities and 
developing much needed park space were important to the council. "We have about 45,000 
residents so this new park is important because so many of them are young families and obviously 
there is a need for a place to recreate and enjoy themselves other than at their homes/' Lujan said. 
"We also want families to be able to educate themselves on things like conservation and natural 


plants." 



In addition to the Puente Creek Nature Education Center, the city is also continuing to work 
on the Youth Learning and Activity Center, to be built at La Puente Park and to be focused 
on technology. 
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